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What is THE BIG DINNER?  
It's simply the biggest dinner party you've ever seen.  Your group, church, family, or 
community will be listed to host a dinner party to benefit Little Dresses for Africa and 
the money raised will go directly to the people to empower and encourage through 
Little Dresses for Africa.   

What are you raising the money for?  
To transform twelve villages in a single night by joining together all across the nation, to 
provide clean water, primary education and community. 

Why are you concentrating on Water, Primary Education and Community? 
1. A WELL: A single well in a village provides water for over 3000 people.  Clean water 

helps sanitation and helps to stop the spread of disease.  A nearby well makes it possible 
for children to attend school instead of spending all day carrying the necessary water to 
survive.  Clean water saves lives immediately.   

2. A PRIMARY SCHOOL:  A primary school in a village makes it possible for the smallest of 
children to attend school.  Without a certificate of completion of the primary level, 
students are not allowed to proceed to the secondary level.  A long walk to a primary 
school is especially difficult for orphans who do not have the encouragement and 
guidance to continue against odds.  It is also difficult for the child-headed families who 
have to take on the responsibility of getting the little ones a long distance.  By the time 
these children realize the importance of education they are too embarrassed to attend 
the primary level because they are so much bigger than the other students.  A primary 
school in their village is the missing piece that we can supply to empower them to 
continue down the right road. Education changes the future.  

3. A MULTI-PURPOSE CENTER: Community has sustained the African people for thousands 
of years with the exchange of information, the sharing of resources and protection of 
each other.  A simple community structure provides protection them from the hot sun 
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or as they meet together during the rainy season.  It provides a facility for extra 
classroom space and a place to worship.  Community sustains the people 

Is there a minimum we have to agree to raise as a host? 
No, every bit of money raised will go toward these projects and there is no minimum. 

How do we know LDFA is legitimate? 
Little Dresses for Africa has been a 501c3 since 2008 with a gold star rating from Guide 
Star and Better Business Bureau. References are available.  

How much money actually gets to the projects that are planned? 
The dinners across the nation will go 100% to these projects.  Overall, LDFA has a 97% 
rating but with THE BIG DINNER 100% will go to the projects planned.  

Does the event have to be a dinner? 
We are calling it a big dinner because we are all joining together and having dinners all 
over the nation.  Some will host small dinners, small large dinners.  It is also fine to have 
a wine tasting, or coffee and dessert, bake sales or entertainment of some kind, but we 
will still call it The Big Dinner Projects and it will be exciting to all share in the same 
night.  

Where is it held? Are any locations prohibited? 
The location is up to you but we would appreciate each location to reflect the values of 
LDFA. Some will be held in churches, community centers, halls, restaurants and homes. 
It’s your time to be creative. 

How many people should be invited? 
That’s up to you.  All groups raising money are wonderful.  Whether you have a dinner 
party for 10 or rent a hall and invite 500, we are all working toward the same goal.  

We are a small church group. Should we still host a dinner? 
Yes.  Definitely.  If we have multiple locations all over the nation, we will make a huge 
impact as well as spreading the word to so many more.  It also is a great time to talk 
about the mission and get more people involved.   
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What about other countries?  Can they participate? 
For sure!  We have LDFA Ambassadors that are collection/distribution points in several 
other countries and we want them to join with us to be part of transforming thousands 
of lives. 

What should we serve? Menu requirements? 
That’s up to you.  Keep it simple or make it fancy.  Your call, but remember it’s a fund 
raiser.  So whatever your costs are, make sure that you will sell tickets or get 
commitments that will not only cover your costs for the evening but end up with a great 
donation at the end of the night.  

Are my costs for the evening reimbursed? 
Remember that this is a fund raiser, so a great way to make this successful is to get as 
many goods donated as possible.  There are often businesses that will donate flowers, 
or desserts, printing or entertainment.  Another great way to make money is to get 
donated items and have a Silent Auction or raffle. Being aware of what the evening 
overhead is costing is a great way to keep costs down and profit high.  

What activities are part of the evening? 
Each registered host will receive a professional DVD to show during the evening which is 
a great way to explain the purpose of the evening.  Other activities could be 
entertainment or auctions.  

What should we call our event? 
Because we are all part of the same evening and event, we would love for you to call it 
“THE BIG DINNER-____(your city or group name)” We want love to put your name on 
the website and cover the map with the locations.   

What if there is already a BIG DINNER in my city? 
No problem.  Either join together and have a bigger party or just call yours by another 
name. We’re all in this together! 
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What about decorations? 

Check the www.LDFAconnect.com blog for ideas and ask other hosts.  Check the 
internet and get creative!  

Are tickets required? 
They are not required.  Some people will just take donations.  Some will set a specific 
price.  That’s up to you. If you decide to print tickets, a downloadable template is 
available under marketing materials.  You can add your location on there and upload it 
to your printer.  Don’t forget to ask your printer if he can help out with the costs or at 
least a discount.  

Can guests get a receipt for the evening? 
Receipts are also on the www.LDFAconnect.com   website.   

What kind of commitment does a host agree to? 
By hosting you agree to raise money on behalf of Little Dresses for Africa.  Any money 
you raise will be sent to LDFA at the address provided.  It is our sincere desire that you 
do a great job and protect our reputation by hosting a great event that will bless others. 
We would love to put your name on the website as a host.  If you don’t want us to, 
please let me know and we won’t.  Just let us know what you’re doing so we can share 
the excitement. 

How do I promote this event? 
There are downloadable/printable posters and ideas for a great party available under 
marketing materials.  Start by asking your friends.  Make 10 of your most enthusiastic 
advocates your sales guys.  Get as many people involved as possible with your dinner to 
make sure they will keep the date open for THE BIG DINNER.  Get your church or 
community involved. 
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Are my costs reimbursed by LDFA? 
Each dinner party is responsible for their own costs.  LDFA has provided as much help as 
possible with materials.  Feel free to contact us if you have questions but LDFA cannot 
reimburse your costs.  

What do I do with the money that is raised? 
At the event be sure to let LDFA know how you did so we can share the excitement.  
Final payments can be sent to LDFA c/o Rachel O’Neill 24614 Curtis DR. Brownstown, MI 
48134.  If your guests would like to pay directly they can make their checks out to LDFA 
for a tax deductible donation.  Be sure to remind your invitees that if they can’t make it 
they can still contribute.  Donations are also taken on line.   

What happens if all of the dinners together raise more than you planned? 
This would be a wonderful thing!  We are not going to run out of children that need our 
help.  If we surpass our goal of 12 Villages, we will do as many as we have money for.   

What happens if all of the dinners together raise less than you planned? 
We will complete as many Villages as we can and continue to raise the money.  Little 
Dresses for Africa is much more than dresses.  We are sending hope.  TANGIBLE hope 
through clean water, primary education and community.  

I’m in!  How do I become a host? 
Sign up on the webpage http://www.littledressesforafrica.org/blog/fundraisers/ 
Or contact us through rachel@littledressesforafrica.com  If you would rather, send a 
note to Rachel O’Neill c/o LDFA 24614 Curtis Drive, Brownstown, MI 48134 
Questions contact: 734-637-9064 or Conne at: 734-789-7182 

 
Thank you so much for stepping up to be a BIG DINNER HOST!  I am so excited that you 

can see the vision of this incredible night!  Can you imagine the impact that will be a direct 

result of our combined efforts?  We will raise enough money to transform TWELVE villages 

in a single night!  
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